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Building Permit Fees  

Building Permit Fee Review 

Over the last few months, Planning & Development staff has collected information from building departments 

throughout the area to get a better understanding of the County’s permit fees for new homes.  Permit fees are calcu-

lated based upon square footage, and in order to ensure our comparisons with other jurisdictions are equal, calcula-

tions were made for the construction of a 3,500 square foot single family dwelling.  The calculations also included any 

additional fees for mechanical, zoning, site, or occupancy permits.  Staff also compiled the tap-on fees for water and 

sewer services, which are often a much greater expense than permit fees.   

The following table provides permit and utility tap-on fees information for ten (10) local jurisdictions:   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of the information collected, Madison County is the lowest total when combining building permit fees 

and water/sewer tap-on fees.  Since Madison County does not have a public sewer in most places, a tap-on fee for 

sewer is not charged.  The permit fee for private sewage is $200.  Water is provided by Highland, Bond-Madison, and 

Caseyville Water Districts, and their tap-on fees range from $1,300 to $3,800.  The total cost to start a home in unin-

corporated Madison County can range from $2,165 to $4,665 primarily depending on the water district.  

Jurisdictions served by Illinois American, including Belleville and Godfrey, are the next lowest, since Illinois American 

does not have tap-on fees.  The total cost to start a home in the communities are  $3,756.67 and $4,065.50 respec-

tively.  O’Fallon is $4,455, and in Highland, the cost is $4,790.41.  In both places the permit fee is higher, but the tap-

on fees are on the low end.  Edwardsville and Glen Carbon are the most expensive in the area.  Unlike other jurisdic-

tions Edwardsville and Glen Carbon have a school impact fee of approximately $3,000 for a 3-4 bedroom home.  In 

addition, Edwardsville’s tap-on fees are the highest in the area.  The total cost to start a new Edwardsville home can 

be $12,165 while in Glen Carbon, the cost is $10,175.  The next highest are Troy ($9,850), and Shiloh ($7,195).  

Jurisdiction Building Permit Fee Water/Sewer Tap-On School Impact Fee 
Total Cost for New 

Home Start 

Madison County $665.00 $1,500 to $4,000 $0 $2,165-$4,665 

Shiloh $1,195 $2,000 $0 $3,195 

Belleville $806.67 $2,950.00 $0 $3,756.67 

Godfrey $965.50 $3,100.00 $0 $4,056.50 

O’Fallon $1,455.00 $3,000.00 $0 $4,455 

Highland $1,265.41 $3,525.00 $0 $4,790.41 

Maryville $665.00 $5,050.00 $0 $5,715 

Troy $1,550.00 $8,300.00 $0 $9,850 

Glen Carbon $1,350.00 $5,825.00 $3,000 $10,175 

Edwardsville $315.00 $8,850.00 $3,000 $12,165 



Department Webpage 

Derek Jackson Takes New Opportunity after 9 Years of Service for Madison County 

Derek Jackson, former Planning Coordinator for Madison County Planning and Develop-

ment, accepted a new job opportunity as the Building and Zoning Supervisor with the 

City of Highland.  Derek started with Madison County Planning and Development in Au-

gust of 2008 as an intern through the Public Administration and Policy Analysis program 

at SIUE. Following the completion of the internship, Derek joined the department as a 

full-time planner in 2009. 

Derek excelled in his role as a planner and was quickly promoted to Planning Coordina-

tor in 2011. As Planning Coordinator, Derek administered the zoning and subdivision 

ordinances, worked closely with county residents to resolve complex land-use issues, 

enforced code violations, and addressed development requests.  During his time with 

Madison County, Derek enhanced the department’s staff reports, improved the Zoning 

and Subdivision Ordinances, and streamlined the mobile home renewal process. 

Of the numerous positive contributions Derek made to the department, the most nota-

ble may be his aptitude for customer service.  During his tenure, Derek established 

many positive relationships with citizens, elected officials, surveyors, and builders 

throughout Madison County. Upon leaving, Derek said that “it had been a pleasure working with the Madison County Board, 

his colleagues in the Planning and Development Department, and serving the residents of Madison County.”  Derek will be 

greatly missed at the county, by employees and residents alike, and we all wish him the very best as he transitions into his 

new role with the City of Highland.   

The Planning & Development Department regularly updates the 

department’s webpage in order to provide timely information 

and to promote transparency in local government.  Two years 

ago, department staff reorganized the webpage to provide in-

formation on each of the department’s programs, including a 

description of the program and staff contact information. Dur-

ing that time, we added tabs in the sidebar for each of the com-

mittees the P&D Department serves, relevant ordinances and 

forms, and ongoing planning processes and projects.  Within 

the committee pages, a PDF is provided for each committee’s 

annual meeting schedule and links to the County calendar, 

agendas, and minutes.  Also in the sidebar, you can find the 

department’s activity reports, which includes the monthly and 

annual reports. 

Last summer, staff completed a “Frequently Asked Questions” 

or “FAQ” which is intended to provide quick and easy answers 

to the most commonly asked questions.  The 30+ page booklet 

was developed by staff in response to the nearly 15,000 cus-

tomer service inquiries the department receives each year – 

which includes 11,000 phone calls and 4,000 counter visits.  

When given the opportunity, staff points the customer to the 

webpage and the FAQ as an easy way to find information.  The 

FAQ covers all of the department’s programs and can be down-

loaded from the webpage and limited printed copies are availa-

ble at the P&D Department.    

In recent months, staff conducted a transparency review of the 

webpage in order to identify other materials that will be useful 

for the public and to promote transparency.  As a result of the 

review, meeting packets are now posted online, and the office 

directory is provided, which includes direct phone numbers and 

email addresses of each employee, to give people more direct 

access to each staff member. Staff is developing a budget tab to 

provide an overview of the department’s revenues and expend-

itures.       

“The 30+ page (FAQ) booklet was developed by 

staff in response to the nearly 15,000 service 

inquiries the department receives each year.”  

P&D Staff Complete Transparency Review to Improve Webpage 



Sustainability & Recycling 

Sustainability & Recycling Funding for Roll-Off and Curbside Bins Approved 

Green Schools  

Green Schools 2017 Program Funding Approved  

During the February County Board meeting, Republic 
Services was awarded the contract to continue servic-
ing the seven (7) county-wide recycling drop-off sta-
tions. At the same meeting, the purchase of additional 
residential curbside recycling bins was approved. Both 
of these amenities are provided, free of charge, to the 
county’s residents, schools, and businesses to encour-
age recycling.  

State and local laws mandate that at least 25% of the 
entire solid waste stream in Madison County be recy-
cled. To satisfy these mandates, and to serve the coun-
ty’s residents, Madison County Planning & Develop-
ment manages solid waste disposal and supplementary 
options such as recycling and composting in the coun-
ty. In addition to the curbside bins and recycling cen-
ters, the Planning & Development Department also 
provides recycling resources, medication collection/
recycling, community clean-ups and collections, and 
more.  

The Madison County Green Schools budget resolution for fiscal year 2017 was approved in February by the Planning and 

Development and Grants committees. The approval ensures the continuation of in-demand programs and initiatives for all 

public and parochial county schools. Green Schools Coordinator Eve Drueke requested approval of a $67,500 annual budg-

et to support popular programs and incentives such as teacher trainings, educational materials, Green Seed grants, recy-

cling programs, and school contests.  

Over half of the Green Schools budget is re-invested in the community in the 

form of Green Seed grants, awarded in increments of $2,000. Green Seed 

grants are designed to support local schools’ sustainability and related learning 

goals. Recent grant recipients have used funds for projects such as school gar-

dens, outdoor “living labs”, and off-site learning experiences. Many county 

schools request assistance with expansion of recycling programs, which may 

be cost prohibitive. Green Seed grant awards—such as those for water bottle 

refilling stations or food composting equipment—can be utilized to meet 

school demands by reducing the amount of hauled waste without additional 

cost to the district.  The Green Schools Program is funded by county landfill 

fees and is tax revenue neutral. The program was developed in 1990 in order to satisfy the Illinois state mandate for the 

provision of environmental and sustainability programs by counties receiving landfill fees. The approval of the Green 

Schools budget resolution will allow Madison County to continue to meet the demands of over 26,000 local students who 

participate in Green Schools programming each year.  
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Sustainability & Recycling 

Christmas Tree Recycling Offered to  

County Residents 

For more than sixteen (16) years, the Sustainability Pro-

gram has worked with local townships throughout the 

County to provide nearly thirty (30) Christmas Tree Recy-

cling drop-off sites for residents during December and Jan-

uary. This year, over 1,000 trees were recycled. The town-

ships use brush chippers, often purchased with funds pro-

vided by the County’s sustainability grant program, to chip 

the trees into a reusable mulch. The resulting mulch is 

then reused in assorted regional landscape projects.   

Trinity Lutheran Hosts Christmas Lights Recycling 

Building Green Schools Coordinator Diane Lasseigne, 

along with her fifth grade students at Trinity Lutheran 

School in Edwardsville, led a used holiday light drive this 

December. Lights were brought to CJD E-Cycling on 

Route 157, north of Edwardsville. It was estimated that 

about 300 pounds of lights were collected during the 

event.  

Trinity Lutheran students help with the collection of  

Christmas Lights.  
St. Jacob  participated in this years Christmas Tree recycling initiative.  


